Border Patrol goes
double green

Building to
be model
for energy
efficiency

By Aileen B. Flores
El Paso Times

L PASO — The
first U.S. Border
Patrol station to
be Leadership in
Energy and Environmen-
tal Design-certified is
strategically located in an
area of quick and easy ac-
cess to the border, said
Assistant Patrol Agent in
Charge Sajvador Zamora.

The new “environmen-
tally friendly” station in
Northeast El Paso. ar the
corner of Gareway Boule-
vard South and Hondo
Pass Drive, is about 95
percent complete and will
house 350 agents.

According to Zamora,
about 200 vehicles will
travel daily in and out of
the station using Highway
54 as the maip route to In-
tersrate 10, Paisano Drive
and the Border Highway.

“Our response time will
increase tremendously,”
he said. ‘This (land) was
free. positioned in a
growing area of the
Northeast as well as to
ynmediate access to the
mayor roadways of El Pa-
50."

Agents have to take
“surface sireets” to access
the border driving from
tire actual Border Patrol
station on Montana Av-
enue, he added.

Currently the Border
Patrol operates in a
17,000 square-foot build-

g,
The new 54,000 square-
foot building will serve as
an administrative and
processing center where
inmates will usually not
stay for more than five
hours. Zamora said.

Gerry Hayes, president
of Castner Heights Neigh-
borhood Association, said
neighbors have reported a
rise in ctime during the
past six months, but she
is glad thar the presence
of the agency will in-
crease the level of law en-
forcement in the area,

The new station will al-
so boost the area’s econo-
my as the agency employ-
ees consume products
from businesses in the
Northeast, Hayes said.

The land was provided
1o the agency by the U.S.
Department of Defense,
and the $15.6 millien con-
struction contract was
awarded in 2006 to Banes
General Contractors, a lo-
cal company.

o
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in the Northeast. The reom features a large skylight that
helped to certify the new building as green. The building

The bullding features skylights ano LED lighting. which helped to Eet the facility cer-

tified as green.

Fred Seibert, company's
vice president, said the
building 1s about two to
three months away from
completion. He said more
than 60 people are work-
ing on the building.

According to agency of-
ficials, about 80 percent
of all matenials are certi-
fied recyciable and the
station will be 50 percent
more energy efficient
than a butlding using
standard construction
methods

"Border Patrol goes
green agam with the first
LEED-certitied Border
Patrol building in the

country” — Zamora said
— out of 150 Barder Pa-

trol stations in the nation.

Seibert said construc-
as taken a year
longer than expected be-
cause of ecological inne-
vations such as the solar
panels that they are put-
in place
About 40 percent of the
miterials were purchased
1 300 miles of El Pa-
e added.
Hany residents near the
© site voiced con-
he past about
e Castner

tuses were removed be-
fore groundbreaking and
will be replaced after
construction is finished

“This 15 not only &
building, this is & second
home for many of us; we
are happy that we're ger-
ting a new home in a
beautiful Jocation.” he
said.

Border Patrol officials
expect the new station to
be finished at the end of
May when the agencv
will celebrate its 85th an-
nrersary

3'een B, Flores may be reached

al aflores@elpasotimes com,
546-6362
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» About 80 parcent
of all matenials are
LEED certified and
recycled.

# The building will
be 50 percent
more energy effi-
cient than a build-
ing using standard
construction meth-
ods.

» Skylights in cer-
tain station areas
and sensor lights in
every room are
planned.,

& Solar panels will
generate 12 per-
cent of energy
yearly,

»Cactus from the
site will be re-
planted.

»Link to U.S. Customs
and Border Protection site



